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ABSTRACT

In light of the diminished fertility intentions among young people and the cause
of protecting women's rights and interests, this paper delves into the portrayal of
motherhood within the mainstream media website, drawing upon feminist
motherhood theory and employing methodologies such as data mining and critical
discourse analysis. This investigation aims to unearth underlying narratives on
gender equality and labor division. The analysis reveals that entities like People's
Daily have nuanced the depiction of motherhood, delineating "natural" and "social"
facets of motherhood, alongside "divine" and "scientific" perspectives on
reproductive roles, through sophisticated use of metaphor, framing, intertextuality,
and nominalization.

Initially, the study observes that media narratives, through traditional motifs of
the "Mother River" and "heroes," deepen the dichotomy between '"natural
motherhood" and "cultural fatherhood," perpetuating conventional roles that see
mothers as inherent nurturers and fathers as societal leaders. Furthermore, it
highlights how the public sphere's celebration of "caring mothers" and
"environmentally friendly mothers" translates female civic engagement into a
reinforcement of gendered labor divisions, with societal institutions shaping
maternity standards and inadvertently shifting public service burdens onto women
through unpaid labor. Additionally, the discourse on population politics, shaped by
an amalgam of traditional, scientific, and policy narratives, manufactures a biased
understanding of demographics. It resurrects myths that restrict women's
reproductive autonomy and advances a selective narrative on reproductive
knowledge, sidelining women's real-life experiences for cultural and scientific
constructs. Policy efforts aimed at fostering a birth-friendly society, despite noble
intentions, inadvertently magnify gender segregation and reinforce traditional
maternity roles, due to an insufficient grasp of women's experiences and societal
productive capacity constraints.

The paper argues that the current gender consciousness of the mainstream
media website still harbors deficiencies, perpetuating stereotypes regarding gender
roles and the division of labor. Drawing on Fairclough's tripartite framework, it links
textual, discursive, and social practices, suggesting that media's reporting strategies
and discourse production are inherently constrained by social structures, norms, and

the prevailing level of productive forces, thereby mirroring and entrenching the



gender inequality embedded in the societal order. This perpetuation of patriarchy's
moralized cultural traditions and values manifests through divisions of labor across
public, domestic, and economic spheres, thus reproducing women's subordinate
positioning.

Despite societal advancements in gender perceptions and institutional
mechanisms, the journey toward genuine women's emancipation remains fraught
with challenges. The paper advocates for reproductive policies that foster beneficial
productive relations, integrating economic activities and child-rearing into a
cohesive process to dismantle entrenched gendered labor divisions. Moreover, it
underscores that economic growth now hinges more on population quality than
quantity, necessitating policy frameworks that reconcile women's agency with
societal development goals through innovative future-oriented strategies and

diversifying beyond a narrow focus on stimulating fertility.

KEY WORDS:
Construction of Motherhood; Feminism; Mainstream Media Website; Discourse

Analysis; Gender Division of Labor
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